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BRITAIN AND CHINA

On a recent well known occasion^ the Chinese Origin of ]

authorities boarded a vessel called the "
Arrow/' hSlties {

belongings to a Chinese subject resident in Hong
^" China.

|

Kong', which was trading* in the Canton river^ I

under British colours, under a British name, and

under a British master
; and, after hauling" down I

the British ensign, they carried off* twelve Chinese
\

subjects, out of the fourteen men who composed its j

crew, upon the plea that some of their number had
|

been g'uilty of piracy. |

The ^^ Arrow" was in the habit of trading* at Registry j

Canton, under a licence from the Coldt^ Govern- "Arrow." ]

ment at Hong- Kong", renewable annually ;
and the

\

term of that licence had expired efeven days before

the transaction referred to. The Chinese could not, J

however, have been aware of its expiration ;
and

|

there appears to be no doubt, that, thoug'h they |

objected to the
^ystem which had obtained, of g-rant- |

ing" British licence^:o the vessels of Chinese subjects, |

they yet acted on the belief that the ^^ Arrow " had
|

a right, according* to British custom and British
j

regulations, to British protection.
1

Conceiving-, therefore, that a gross insult had steps j

been offered to the British Flag-, the Officers bh^^iJ^
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and cliaro'ed with the superintendence of British m-
Chmese
Authori- terests on the spot, demanded an apology for what

had occurred; as w^ell as an assurance that the British

Flag" should he respected for the future
',

and these

demands not being** complied with to their satisfac-

tion, they seized upon a Chinese Junk by way of

reprisal. As the Imperial Commissioner still per-

sisted that he was in the rig-ht, and still neg-lected

to comply with the requirements of the British re-

presentatives, and as he refused to g"rant that much

coveted object a personal interview, either to the

chief Superintendent of Trade or to the Admiral

commanding", forts were taken, and hostilities were

thus commenced by the British forces. The Chinese

Commissioner protested ag'ainst these measures^ and

professed, on his part, the g-reatest moderation
5
but

his subjects retaliated to the best of their power, by

poison and assassination, and even offered, in a

public proclamation, a reward of 33,* for every

Eng'lishman that should be taken alive, or whose

head should be '^ cut off and delivered to the autho-

rities.^'

Opportii- In consequence of these proceeding's, the two

be offered nations are now at war in the Canton river, and

Treatj!^^
an Ambassador of hig-h rank and g*reat reputa-

tion is proceeding" to China with a considerable naval

and military force, for the purpose of continuing

hostilities, and of concluding' a peace when they

^ Blue Book "Proceedings of H.M. Naval Forces at Can-

ton," p. 128.



shall happily be terminated. As an opportunity

will thus be afforded for remodellino- the existing*

Treaties^ and making* a fresh one^ the present is a

most appropriate occasion for considering* seriously

the means by which the real interests of the two

empires may be best promoted.
In reflecting: upon this important subject, it must O"!* t^hief

1 1-1 IP objects in

not be forgotten^ that whilst we are the most favoured a new

nation on the face of the earth
;

whilst our wealth,
^^^ ^*

our power, our maritime supremacy,our advancement

in civihzation, our freedom of intercourse, and, above

all, our possession of the light of the Gospel, and

our facilities beyond those of all other nations for

its extension, are so great ;
whilst we possess all

these advantag'es, of which we are sufficiently ])roud,

and in which all of us who reflect must rejoice ;
our

national responsibilities are at the same time strictly

proportionate to our national opportunities ;
and it

is our solemn duty, in providing* for the increase of

our commerce, the safety of our countrymen, and

the honour of our flag*, not to lose sig'ht of, under-

value, or neg*lect those higher destinies with which

Providence has entrusted us : but to afford a con-

spicuous example, at once of firmness, justice, and

forbearance
;

to promote, to the best of our power,

the fulfilment ofjust laws
;
and to abstain, ourselves,

from o'iving* unnecessary offence to all other nations

whatsoever, whether they be weak, or whether they

be strong*.

These convictions should dictate the terms of all Oar mo-

our Treaties, and this spirit should guide their ob- action.
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servance. Then will our sway permaneiitl}^ extend^

and then will our power be beneficial. Thus only

can we fulfil our hig-hest destinies^ and thus only

can we hope to meet with the approval, and escape

the rig-hteous judg-ments, of Him who ordereth all

things. Avoiding' undue intervention, we should

not, however, shrink from just wars
;
but we should

exert all our streng-th, when necessary, in the de-

fence of that which is rig-ht, and in opposition to

that which is wrong* ; and, taking-
" Dieu et mon

droit," in reality, as our national motto, we should

always remember that such wars, thoug-h the

greatest of temporary evils, are intended ultimately

to answer good purposes, and that they have been

not only permitted, but enjoined, from the earliest

ages. If we ourselves abstain from wrong and in-

jur}' to the Chinese, we have always strong reasons

for war with them so long as they refuse to treat us

as equals, and to afford to us those facihties for

intercourse and commerce which nations have no

right to deny to each other. But we must keep

our own hands clean while claiinino- these our

rights. We must give the Chinese nojust cause for

refusing to admit us into their country, or for declin-

ing to grant suitable means for carrying on the trade

which has sprung up between the two nations, upon

an equitable footing,

General There are many who wish that the nominal cause

on thT^ of the hostilities now pending was a more unexcep-
present tio^able one, but there are few who are not in favour

of a vigorous prosecution of jthe war that has re-



suited. It has happened that a majority of the

Lower House of Parliament has condemned the

proceeding's of the British officers in China^ while

the mass of the country has approved of them ; and

sufficient cause may be assig*ned for this difference

of opinion^ without attributing* it to the party feeling-,

or to the factious combinations^ that have been so

much insisted on. The representatives of the

country^ who studied more minutely the papers that

were placed before them^ came to the conclusion that

the insult offered by the Chinese did not render ne-

cessary the violent measures that were adopted^ and

desired that an officer of higher rank should be

dispatched to the scene of action^ with full powers ;

the merchants on the spot^ with strong* feeling-s in

reg"ard to other matters^ and deeply interested, them-

selveS; in humbling- the Chinese authorities and the

inhabitants of Canton, believed that such measures

would ultimately improve their position; and the

nation at large, less informed upon the abstract ques-

tion, always ready to uphold the honour of the

British Flag", and with a strong feeling that war

only would improve its relations with a people that

refuse foreign intercourse, despise foreign com-

merce, and oppose all progress, gave credit to the

officers employed, for acting with as much humanity
as the case permitted, for being actuated by proper

motives, and for using sound judgment.
It may be regarded as certain that the English Go-

vernment would never have been placed in a minority

upon this question, either if Sir John Bowring had
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Policy of more fully explained the real cause of his proceeding's,

Bowrin^. orifthe course which was afterwards adopted had in

the first instance been taken^ of sending" a Plenipo-

tentiary to the Chinese waters. Sir John Bowring*
has been much blamed for insisting- in his communi-

cations with Commissioner Yeh, that the " Arrow "

was a British vessel, while he admitted to Consul

Parkes that she had no rig'ht to be considered as

such
5
and the question of the rig'ht of the vessel to

British protection has thus been too prominently

causes of brought forward. The real causes of quarrel with

quarrel. ^^^ Chinese were, that they acted under the belief

that the '^ Arrow " was a British vessel, according'

to the Colonial reg'ulations, that they intended to

break the 9th article of the supplementary treaty,

that they intended to insult the British Flag', and

that they refused to make the apology for the past,

and g'ive the assurance for the future, that was in

consequence required from them
;
and if Sir John

Bowring* had represented these simple facts to the

Chinese Commissioner, had told him the exact cir-

cumstances connected with the reg-istry of the

^-

Arrow,'' and had informed him that the necessary

satisfaction for the intended insult would be required ;

he would then have had a clear case, and a g'ood

cause, and have been saved from much animadver-

sion. Sir John Bowring* no doubt committed an

error of judgement, in not thus entering* into more

ample exphmation with the Chinese Commissioner,

but no harsher term can properly be applied to his

conduct of the neg'ociations.



Bilierent opinions may be, and are entertained, Object of

on these subjects ; but, whatever be thoug-bt of pamphlet.

the justice or injustice of the present war, there

can be no disag-reement on one point. All must

desire that the Treaty to be concluded at its termi-

nation, should contain such provisions as will tend to

forward the real interests of British commerce, to

promote friendly intercourse on equal terms between

the two nations, and to extend the blessing's of

Christianity. It is not to be doubted that the great

body of the nation, would, if their feelings were con-

sulted, and their opinions taken, pronounce as dis-

tinctly for the abandonment of any course of action

that should be calculated seriously to interfere with

these objects, to sully the British name, or to inflict

real evils upon others, as they have done for the

prosecution of the war; that they would be as

anxious to preserve the honour of the British Flag-

in the one case as in the other
;
as desirous to avoid

the giving- ofjust cause of offence to others as they
are ready to demand redress for insults offered to

themselves. Under the full conviction that such is

the temper of the British nation, and under the be-

lief that the present moment while a Treaty is pend-

ing- is auspicious for bringing- forward the subject,

the author desires to make an appeal to his fellow-

countrymen, in addition to those which have already

been laid before them, against the Opium traffic

which is being- carried on between their Indian pos-

sessions and the coasts of China ;
to sug-g-est to

them the course that should be taken bv themselves
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for the removal of a national diso-race ; and to uro-e

them to obtain a settlement of this much vexed

question. A g-reat deal has alread}^ been published

on this subject^ both in the numerous general works

that have appeared on China and the Chinese, and

in various reviews and pamphlets specially devoted

to its consideration
,
and the author only endeavours

now to collect^ and repeat as concisely as he is able,

the leading- features of the case
;
and to lay before the

public, as forcibly as he may, the conclusions to which

they lead.

Cultiva- Opium is prepared from the juice of the white

supply of pt^ppj; which is cultivated for commercial purposes
opium. -^ jj^^-g^ Qjj-j^g^ Persia, and Turkey. In China the

cultivation is prohibited by the Government; but

since the war of 1842, and the rebellion of Tae Ping*

Wang-, the Imperial authority has not been suffi-

ciently strong- to enforce its prohibition ;
and the

annual yield of opium, which is rapidly increasing',

is now supposed to amount to some thousands of

chests. In Persia and Turkey the production is

comparatively small, and need not be further re-

ferred to. In India the poppy is ^rown, both in

British and independent territory. In Beng-al

there were sold in 1855,* 53,319 chests of 164 lbs.

each
;
and the exports from Bombay in 1854-5

reached 27,688 chests, of 140 lbs. each; and,

as nearly the whole of this quantity was for the

Chinese market, the total amount supplied by India

* '* The Opium Eevenue of India," pub. by Allen and Co. p. 1 0.
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to China in J 855 is admitted to be nearly 80,000

chests, even by the upholders of the trade. Calcu-

lating- roug-hly^ 50,000 chests, or 8,200,000 lbs. from

Beng-al, furnish 47,000,000,000 grains of opium, or

23,500,000,000 of smokeable extract, as it is called
;

and 27,000 chests, or 3,780,000 lbs. from Bombay,

furnish, in like manner, 22,773,000 g-rains of opium,

or 1 1,400,000,000 g-rains of smokeable extract. The

Bengal export supplies, therefore, 3,200,000 custom-

ers, at 7,300 grains a year of smokeable extract, or 20

grains (equal to 40 grains of opium) a day ; and the

Bombay export, 1,500,000 customers, at thesame rate.

The opium shipped from Bombay is grown princi- Bombajr I

pally in Malvva. The Indian Government, since the
P^"^-

subjugation of Sindh, has been able to prevent it

from being carried to the Portuguese ports of Din

and Demaun
;
and now levies a duty of 40. per

chest upon it.

The Bengal opium must, as the average produce Bengal

is about 22 lbs. per acre, be gathered from 400,000
acres of the richest land in the British territo-

ries. The Government agents advance money to

the r^^ots, or native farmers, for the cultivation of

the poppy ; they compel them to sell the juice, which

is extracted from the poppy-head on the fall of the

flower, at a fixed rate
; they prepare it and flavour it

specially for the Chinese market
; they carry it to Cal-

cutta, and there sell it to the speculators who convey
it to the Chinese coasts.

The 7iet opium revenue derived by the Indian Go- Opium

vernment in 1854-5 was 3,282,401, the costs or ofTiidia.
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Minute,
28 Feb.
1856.

/

charges amounted to i,5S6,2i6, and the gross re-

venue for that year was therefore 4^818,647. The

gross opium revenue for the 3'ear 1856 was estimated

by Lord Dalhousie at 5^000^000^ or about one-

sixth of the whole revenue of the Indian empire.

Of the net revenue for 1854-5^ 2^187,449; or

about two-thirds^ was derived from the Government

monopoly of Bengal, and 1,094,952 or about one-

third from the duty levied in Bombay. The cost or

charges on the monopoly revenue^ which was in

gross rather more than three and a half millions,

amounted to nearly a million and a half. The

prices obtained for the opium vary considerably,

but it may be stated, roughly, that each of the 50,000

chests of monopoly opium Avhich go to China, is sold

by the cultivator for 25, by the Government for

100, and by the speculator for, perhaps, 150.

The following* tables will be interesting to the

reader:

Table I.

McGre-
gor'sCom-
mercial

Statistics,

vol. V. p.
75.

Quantities of Opium exported
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Table I {continued.

Years.
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Mccul-
loch's

Commer-
cial Dic-

tionary,
1850. Ar-

ticle,

Opium.

Tablb 2. Bifa-ent Species ofIndian Opium importedinto Chiyia-

Statisti-

cal paper
printed
for the

Court of
Directors

oftheEast
India

Company
in 1853,*

quoted
from paore

76,Churh.
Mission-

ary Intel-

ligencer,

April
1857.
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Table 4.

Quaniity and Value of Opium exported from Bengal and Bombay in

each of the years ending 30th April 1851, 1852, 1853, 1854, 1855.

( Calculated at 2s the Company's rupee).

Years.! 5fg^ I

^^^-
Chests.

1851
1852
1853
1854
1855*

24,16213,155,075

23,274 3,137,781

36,178|4,020,094
41,9l7j3,688,963

53,319|3,711,137

Bombay
Chests.

Value.

.
I

19,200 2,304,060!

28,242 3,377,433!

25,2193,013,981
26,258 2,748,135

27,688!

Total
Chests.

Total value

.

43,362|5,459,135
52,96616,515,214

61,397

68,175

81,007

7,034,075

6,437,098

Table 5.

Board of

Trade
Returns.

Pamphlet
"The

Opium
Revenue
of India,"

p. 10.

Quantity and Value of Opium exportedfrom British India, by sea, in the

year ending 30th April, 1853, and the countries to which it was sent.

Bengal.



Board of

Trade

Returns,
Part I.

1856,

p. 13.

Opium
Trade
with
Chinn.

Board of

Trade
Blue

Book,
Part I.

1856,

p. 361.

16

Table 6.

Gross and net amount of Revenue derivedfrom Opium, and net

Revenue from other sources in British India, in each year

ending SOth April, from 1840 to 1854.

Years.
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46^7^5 chests in 1854, in the steamers of the Penin-

sular and Oriental Compan}-.

In order to g"ive an insig*ht into the proportion of Relative

leg^al and illegal trade carried on between the Bri- tion of

tish and Chinese empires^ it ina}^ be stated^ that the mf^al

value of the opium imported from India is equal to
^''^^^

three times the value of all other British imports^

(exclusive of bullion and specie,) and that it amounts

to three-quarters of the value of all the produce that

"we receive from China
;
so that more than half of

the whole trade W'hich passes between the two

empires is contraband.

Such is the nature, and such the extent of the

Indian opium trade with China
j
and such are the

leading- facts connected with the cultivation of opium
in our Indian territories. The Indian Government

enjoys what is believed to be an illegal monopol}- in

producing- and manufacturing* the drug-, specially

prepares it for contraband purposes, and, by publicly

selling- it in Calcutta for the Chinese market, does

its best to encourag-e a lawless race in an unlawful

calling-. It must next be stated what are the effects

of this opium upon the Chinese, and what means the

Chinese Government has adopted to prevent its

importation.

Well known as a valuable medicine, opium is in Effects of

many countries employed as a narcotic, but when ^P^""^'

thus used -it has always produced lamentable eifects

upon its votaries. It is sometimes eaten and

B
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sometimes smoked^ the effect being* somewhat similar

in both cases
;
but the process of smoking* produces

a more immediate result^ and appears to be more

seductive and more hurtful than that of eating- it.

It has been stated that opium smoking' and alcohol

drinking maybe considered much in the same lig-ht,

and that opium smoking- is in one respect the lesser

of the two evils, inasmuch as the alcohol drinker is

led on to criminal actions^ and is an offence to societ}^,

while the opium smoker stupifies himself^ and is

harmless to his neig'hbours. But this is not altoge-

ther coiTect. Opium has exciting qualities^ though
not to the same extent as alcohol

5
the want of it to

a regular opium eater^ or opium smoker^ leads to the

commission of the worst crimes^ as wxll as the use

of it
',
and it acts differently upon different disposi-

tions and temperaments^ and according to the amount

of the dose. We may see in this country^ and un-

fortunately too often^ some stupid, others furious^

and others againwho are amusing underthe influence

of alcohol
J and^ in fact, any qualities that a man

** Cherais- may happen to possess are liable to be exaggerated

c^m^mon when he is intoxicated. So also in other countries

V'^^-" may be seen the Tartar, who. by the use of the stimu-
John&ton,

"^ >- y ./

Toi. ii. lant opium, is enabled to perform enormous journeys
^* *

upon scanty fare and without rest
}
and the '^ Cut-

^^ chee horseman who shares his store of opium with

" his flagging steed." We read of the excitement

of the Mala}^, and also of the Javanese, who rushed
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under its influence upon the pike's pointy and eonti- Mr. Sim's

nued fig^hting" with the weapon in his body^ utterly Is^Marc^

reofardless of his wounds. We hear that in 1840, i840,p.

" one-half ot the crime ni the opium districts (of Aiexan-

'^

India)^ murders^ rapes^ and affi-ays^ had their pamphlet.
'^

origin in opium eating'/' We are told that con*

firmed opium eaters will commit any crime, will sell

their wives and property, and even be g'uilty ofvidep.22.

murder, in order to obtain their accustomed dose.

There are strong reasons why alcohol cannot Alcohol

compare with opium in reg^ard to the injury which
compared!

it inflicts. Alcohol is taken by whole nations in

various forms, and is productive, no doubt, of much

crime and evil : but a state of habitual, constant

drunkenness, is the exception among'st those who

drink spirituous liquors. Opium is indulg-ed in by
vast numbers of Chinese, Indians, and others

;
but

the exceptions amongst its votaries appear to be

those who can eat it, or, more particularly, smoke it

for any length of time in moderation, and without

becoming more or less victims to it. Alcohol af-

fords, in diflferent forms, a luxurious beverage, and

sometimes a beneficial, and even a necessary one.

Opium is only admissible as a medicine, and the

constant use of it for other than strictly medicinal

purposes, is a vice. A regular partaker of beer, wine,

or other spirits, may be, and is generally, a sober

man
;
and he can give up his stimulants at any time,

when it may be necessary for him to do so
j
but the

B 2
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opium smoker, when once he has become habituated

to the practice^ loses his life if suddenly deprived of

his drug"^ and can only be broken of the habit by
means of such an ordeal as few can be induced

to underg'o, however much they may lament the

P 6 Mr ^^^^ *^^^ possesses them^ and fear its ultimate conse-

Matthe-
quences. The Rev. Carstairs Doug-las^ of Amoy^ in

pamphlet, writing" to Eng"land in 1856, stated that so many of

these unhappy opium smokers were anxious to give

up the habit^ that the manufacture and sale of pills

which somewhat assisted the attempt to abstain from

it, covered the necessary expenses of the mission.

The only fair comparison between alcohol and opium

iS; as has often been stated^ that which places the

habitual drunkard, and not the habitual partaker of

wane, beer^ or spirits^ in moderation, on a par with

the reg'ular opium smoker.

It is impossible to do more here than lay before

the reader a few extracts from the writing's of those

who have testified to the effects of opium ;
but

further evidence on this subject will be found in the

several w^orks which are referred to at the end of the

present pamphlet ;
and under the head of Narcotics^

in Johnston's "
Chemistry of Common Life," may

be seen an able and impartial description of opium
and its effects.

Forbes In an official report, dated Hong Kong-^ 8th

Yelrsm Aug-ust, 1845, Mr. Consul Alcock says, ^^The use of

China," u
[^ (opium) in China seems to extend to the very
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^^ lowest classes
;

coolies and even beg-g-ars are in

^^ the habit of taking- a pipe^ thoug'h it may often be

" at the price of their meal of rice. They alleg-e
'^ that having" once commenced the practice^ they
^^ become unable to follow their avocations if the daily
*^ stimulus be withdrawn/'

A Chinese paper says :

^^7^^^^^^
" I have learned that those who smoke opium, pub.,i846,

^^' ^^*- P*
^^ and eventually become its victims, have a periodi-

204.

"
cal long-ing- for

it, which can only be assuag-ed by
^' the application of the drug at the reg-ular time.

^^ If they cannot obtain it when that daily period
^^ arrives their limbs become debilitated, a discharg-e
^^ of rheum takes place from the eyes and nose, and
^^

they are altogether unequal to any exertion
;
but

^^ with a few whiffs their spirits and strength are

^'

immediately restored in a surprising manner.
^^ Thus opium becomes to opium smokers their very
^^

life : and when they are seized and brought before

^^ the magistrates, they will sooner suffer a severe

^^ chastisement than inform aofainst those who sell

"
it."

A quotation in No. 52 of the North British "<^'''''*^

. . . Keposi-
Review is thus 2'iven : tory,"for

1836
^^ There is no slavery on earth to be compared quoted in

" with the bondage into which opium casts its victim,
pamphlet!

" There is scarcely one known escape from its toils.

^^ when once they have fairly enveloped a man."

Mr. Marjoribanks, who was president of the select
p^^^^eg^^
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of British Committee at Canton^ is thus quoted by General

smuS^ Alexander :

f^6(f
'" ^*

Op^"^^ ^^^ ^^^h' ^6 regarded, except when used
^^ as a medicine, as a most pernicious poison. To

* "
any friend of humanity it is a painful subject of

''

contemplation that we should continue to pour
^'

this black and envenomed poison into the sources

" of human happiness. The misery and demorali-

^' zation occasioned by it are almost beyond belief

"
Any man who has witnessed its frig"htful ravag-es

" and demoralizing- effects in China^ must feel deeply
'^ on this subject."

Mr. Bruce, too, the Superintendent of the tea

plantation in Assam, was quoted in 1840, and has

several times been quoted since, in proof of the evils

that opium has inflicted upon Assam. Amongst
other statements on the subject he makes the fol-

lowing*:
^^ Few but those who have resided long- in this

"
unhappy country know the dreadful and immoral

"
effects which the use of opium produces on the

" native. He will steal, sell his property, his chil-

^^

dren, the mother of his children, and, finally, even

^' commit murder for it f also,
" That dreadful

"
plague (opium) which has depopulated this beau-

"
tiful country .... And has deg'enerated

^^ the Assamese from a fine race of people, to the

" most abject, servile, crafty, and demoralized race in

'' India."
" The

rpj^g author of a pamphlet published in the course
opium

^ ^ ^
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of the present year^ for the express purpose of sup-
Teyenue

^^

porting" the opium monopoly^ sa3"s: p.s.
*

'' The condition of the Rajpoots of Central India
^^

is univ^ersaily held up as 2a\ evidence of the demo-
^^

ralizino-j enervating, life-desti-o^ang' ^flect of this

''
dru^.'^

These extracts have been oiven as bearino- most ^P'^ions
. ? .

in favour

strongiy against the use of opium as a narcotic
]
of the use

and it is only right to add, on the other side, that as a^na^

Mr. Meadows, Dr. Burnes, Dr. Eatwell, and others
'''**''^

who have seen much of those who use opium, re-

present that it does not produce such bad effects

as have been attributed to it, and that it appears to

be used without much ill effect by great numbers of

people. Mr. Meadows, however, who is our latest

authority, admits that the ^*

daily whiff,'' must be

obtained when the habit has been once contracted ;

and that the Chinese Court, the Opium merchants,

and the Tae Pino- rebels, equally discourae-e the use Meadows,

P . T 1 11 1
"Chinese

or opium amongst their own people ; as well as that and their

he ^^ never heard opium smokers, themselves, justify nons," p.

the practice."
^^-

The bad effects may have been exag-p-erated by^"^^""a r>T> J sions

many who have written on the subject ;
but few from th

w^ho take the trouble to study the evidence on both

sides of the question, and seriously to consider it,

will have any doubt that the use of opium as a

narcotic, is an ensnaring, a seductive, and a dele-

terious habit
5
and most Englishmen would deeply

regret to hear that there was a prospect of its being
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broug-ht into constant use amongst any class of

their own countrymen. The rio-ht-thinker and the

true Christian^ also, of whatever nation, must deeply
lament the spread of such a vice, either in his own

or in an}^ other country, and must regard with but

little respect those who, for the sake of pecuniary

profit, promote, and, still more, are employed in in-

creasing* the evils which it occasions.

The But, what are w^ doing*? For more than fifty

war. years our fellow-countrymen have been eng'ag'ed

in smuggling" this pernicious drug* into China, in

direct opposition to the wishes and utmost efforts of

the Chinese Government. Ever since the 3ear ]800

the trade has been contraband; but the annual

importations from British India into China have

g-raduall}^ increased from 2000 up to 80,000 chests.

By the year 1834 the trade had assumed a regular

character, and the Chinese Government had become

much alarmed, both on account of the increased

consumption of the drug*, and in consequence of

the drain of silver which it occasioned. They there-

fore made strenuous efforts to put a stop to it
j
and

the violent measures which they adopted in pub-

licly strangling one of their own subjects in front

of the Canton foreign factories for participation

in the trade
;

in virtually imprisoning- the British

merchants, as well as the Chief Superintendent of

Trade, who hastened to their rescue
j
and in destroy-

ing" 20,000 chests of opium which they induced him

to deliver up to them
;

were the principal causes

that led to the Chinese war of 1841-2.
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We were successful in that war; we upheld our its result,

smug-glers with a strong- hand
;
we made the Chi-

nese pay for the opium that they had destroyed ;
and

we still furnish them with the same ^^ black dirt,"

as they call
it^

in continually increasing quantities.

Since the termination of that war the Chinese state of

authorities have made no great effort against the tra^de^^""^

opium traffic. Torn by internal dissensions^ and in ^.a^of
^

want of mone}^, they are powerless to prevent, and i^^^-^-

are even compelled to allow their mandarins to

profit by encouraging it
;
and the result is, that it

has acquired more than three times the dimensions

it had at the time of that war, and has almost as-

sumed the appearance of a regular authorised trade.

British merchants of great respectability are en Matthe-

gaged in
it, and we are even told that if they did

^^"' ^*

not join in it they would be unable to compete with

their neighbours, and would be compelled to leave

China altogether. This helplessness on the part of

the Chinese cannot, however, be brought forw^ard as

any excuse for ourselves. On the contrary, the

greater their inability to carry out their just prohibi-

tion against an injurious trade, the more blameable

and the less worth}' of the British nation is our

infrinoement of it.

The Chinese have been accused of insincerity in Bisinte-

their attempts to put down this traffic
;
and it has conduct

been alleged against them that they cared not so ?f
*^^

much for the opium that was imported, as for the

silver that went out of the country to pay for it
;
as
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well as that, after having" once prohibited it^ their

pride alone has prevented them from retracting- that

prohibition. But the arguments that have been

broug-ht forward in reply to this accusation are of

an overpowering" nature. It is stated^ on the other

hand^ that if the Chinese Government had chosen

to leg-alise the admission of opium upon payment of

a fixed duty, they might all along* have made a

Vide Nar- large revenue out of it
;
that if they had not most

Bev.^G. materially checked the gTowth of the poppy in their

P^slnt
own country, enoug'h opium might have been pro-

Bishop of Juced there, at one-fifth of the price the}^ now pay
quoted by for it, for internal consumption 3

and that the drain

ander, of silver that they so lamented might thus have
^* '

been effectually stopped. Looking- at their conduct

in this lig'ht, it w^ould really appear that their efforts

have been most disinterested, and that they have

patriotically and persistingly striven, to their own

detriment, and solely for the g-ood of their people,

to check a national evil of vital importance. The

well known reply of the Chinese Emperor is deeply

striking- :
'^ It is true, I cannot prevent the intro-

^^ duction of the flowing- poison ^ g-ain-seeking- and
^^

corrupt men will, for profit and sensuality, defeat
''

my wishes
;
but nothing- will induce me to derive

^' a revenue from the vice and miser}^ of my people."

Dr. Morrison says, too, on this subject :

Quoted in ^^ It is a principle of the Chinese Government not

Chinese,"
^^

to licence what they condemn as immoral. I

114*/'
^* ^' know they glory in the superiority, as to principle.
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" of their own Government^ and scorn the Christian

^^ Governments that tolerate these vices^ and convert

" them into a source of pecuniary advantage^ or

"
public revenue."

How different our own conduct ! While the Our dif-

Chinese Emperor has been so larg-ely sacrificing- pe- licy and

cuniary interests to his people's welfare^ our Indian
^^ "^''

Government has been involving- our coimtrymen in^

and inciting them to, a smuggling trade
;
has been

sacrificing: its native subjects, and has been itself ^^^^ ^?^^

flavouring the pernicious substance^ so as to make it 5, et seq.

as tempting as possible to its wretched customers.

How great, too, our ingratitude ! The Chinese fur-

nish us with the most harmless, the most refreshing,

the most pleasant, for constant use, of all beverages

with a beverage which is equally appreciated by
our young* sportsmen in distant countries, and our

old women at home which is in almost universal

use amongst us, which we designate proverbially as

the "
cup that cheers but not inebriates," and the

loss of which to our poorer classes would be one of

the greatest evils that a general war could produce :

they thus contribute largely to our comforts, and

even to our daily necessities, and we smug'gle into

their country, in return, a drug which is poisoning

more or less slowly vast numbers of their people.

It is, of course, impossible to determine the exact The
1 r 1 1 /^-i . .1 amount of

number oi regular opmm smokers ni Chma, or the the injury

number of smokers of Indian opium. But an ap-^u*^^ ^

proximation to these numbers has been already given
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at pag-e 11, where it appears that, allowing* 20 g-raina

a day for an averag'e smoker, the Bengal monopoly

of the Indian Government would supply 8,200,000

victims, and the Bombay opium 1,500,000 more. It

may therefore be estimated that the Indian opium is

continually in process of poisoning 4,700,000 Chi-

nese. The averag'e life of an opium smoker is stated

at 10 years, after he has contracted the habit
; but,

if twice that term of hfe be allowed him, it may
even then be further estimated that the Indian Go-

vernment, with the Beng-al monopoly alone, kills its

customers at the rate of 160,000 a year, and derives

a net profit of 14 from each victim during* his

20 3^ears of opium smoking* existence. But this

is not all, for the evil is an increasing* one. It

has increased fort3-fold in the last half centur}^,

four-fold in the last 20 years, and two-fold in the

last 10 years ;
and the production of the Govern-

ment monopoly has been more than doubled in the

last four years. If the evil be not now checked, it

is impossible to estimate to what further extent it

may be made to grow.

This, then, is the Christian forbearance that has

Profes- o-uided for a series of years the policy of those
sion and

, . . , x i- /-.

practice who have admmistered our Indian Government,

Govern-" and this the respect that the}^ have shown for the

^^^^'
rig'hts and liberties of the Chinese nation. They

Matthe- cxprcssly Stated in 1834 that they retained the

son, p. .

Qpj^j^^ monopoly, not so much for the purpose of

revenue, as to restrain the use of this pernicious
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drug-. They said,
'' Were it possible to prevent tlie Alexan-

'' use of the drug' altogether^ except strictly for the
^^' ^'

"
purpose of medicine^ we would gladly do it iu com-

'

passion to mankind f but between 1834 and 1857

they have nearly quadrupled their exportation.

In spite of the strup-ffles that the Chinese autho- Their

. . present
rities formerly made to avoid the ruin thus brought policy.

upon their country^ and fifteen years after the ter-

mination of the war which was mainly caused by their

violent efforts to stop the contraband importation of

opium, the Indian Government still persists not

merely in winking at, or tacitly permitting, but ab-

solutely in conducting the manufacture of this drug,

for the express purpose of selling it to those who

import it into their helpless country. There can be

no question about this fact, no dispute about it. The

opium thus manufactured by the Indian Govern-

ment is quite different from that which is prepared

for medicine. In this case, let it be repeated, they

flavour the drug in the most tempting manner^ and

make it as attractive as possible ; they prepare it in

the most approved form for smuggling, that it may
elude what little vigilance and opposition the Chi-

nese Government is yet able to exercise
; they thus

encourage and enable those to whom they sell it to

carry on an illegal, a hurtful, and an iniquitous

trade, little less demoralizing to those employed in it

than it is destructive to their Chinese victims
;
and

they depend upon opium receipts for a sixth part of

their whole revenue.
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Its ten- Could Commissioner Yeh diso-race the British
dency. t^

Empire^ or dishonour the British Flag*^ to the same

extent; by any means within his power ? Does not

the Indian Goverament^ by persisting- in^ increas-

ing-, and profiting' by^ this wretched traffic, do more

to dishonour the British name, to demoralize British

commerce, and to injure Christ's religion, than all

that the Chinese Commissioner has done, or can do ?

Does it not do more real permanent injury to the

British nation^ than all the insults that all the

nations of the world could offer us ?

Official The Noble Lord now at the head of Her Majesty's
opinion.

"* ^

Government once wrote as follows on the subject of

the opium trade :
^^ No protection can be afforded to

^^ enable British subjects to violate the laws of the

Alexan-
"
country to which they trade.'^ That principle has

der, p. 35.
gj^ce been departed from

;
let it now be returned to

;

let us no long'er permit our Indian Government to

act in opposition to it, or promote its violation.

Captain Elliot, who was Her Majest3^'s Superinten-

dent of Trade at Canton, said in a despatch to his

Ibid. own Government,
" No man entertains a deeper de-

'^ testation of the diso-race and sin of this forced

*^
traffic on the coast of China than the humble indi-

'^ vidua 1 who signs this despatch. I see little to

'^ choose between it and piracy/' But since this des-

patch was written the traffic referred to has more

than trebled in amount, and it has become, there-

fore, the more important that some steps should be

taken in reg-ard to it.
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The Spaniards have prohibited the export of opium Conduct
of other

countries.
to China from Manilla^ the Dutch from Batavia.

^" ^^^''

The Americans^ who are^ in common with ourselves^

under treaty to prohibit the smug-g-ling* of opium into

China^ do not employ their clippers in this trade. . . .

It is the British flag' the flag- that ought to be the Alexan-

sig-n of civilization^ honour^ and Christianity the
^^'^'

flag that we all love the flag" that we wish others

to respect^ which is thus dishonoured. We are

rig'ht to love our
flag*^

we are right to cause it to be

respected 5
but we should also be particular about

what it covers and protects. The Chinese now fear

not opium from other countries^ nor under other co-

lours. The '' Union Jack '^
is its protector in the

waters of Canton^ the British ensig-n its emblem on

the coasts of China. Every vessel under British

colours is associated by the Chinese with the demo-

ralization and ruin of their country ; every British

subject reminds them of the dinig- which he repre-

sents. All good Chinese^ Imperialists as well as Chinese

Insurrectionists^ dislike the British, who bring- ruin towards

to so many of their countrymen ;
and all bad ones

^^.
. ,

hate the British^ by whom they are ruined. The

merchant is cursed for it, the man is detested for it,

the missionary is reproached for it, and applied to for

remedies to counteract it. Let Englishmen reflect

on these things, and approve them if they can.

The British and Chinese empires contain together Our Mer-

more than half the population of the whole world
] and^our

the former possessing 200,000,000, and the latter
^Jg''^''^"
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from 350 to 400,000^000 inhabitants
;
an eio'hth part-

of the former being- Protestants^ and hardly any of

the hitter Christians. To the nation which has g-iven

its name to the former^ has been entrusted the privi-

lege, the responsibility, the duty, of extending- civili-

zation, and promoting' Christianity. The people of

the latter, ig-norant, thoug-h hig-hly educated, and

barbarous, though old in civilization, vast in number,

and capable of g-reat utilities and mig-hty improve-

ments, present the larg'est, the most unoccupied, the

most fertile field for the exercise of these duties,

responsibilities, and privileges. In obedience to

their destiny, our countrymen visit China either as

merchants or missionaries
;
either in the cause of

commerce, or in that of Christianity ;
either for their

own pecuniary profits, or for the religious benefit of

their fellow- creatures. In the capacity of merchants,

they are engaged in a most useful and highly

honourable calling, so long as they obey the just laws

of the country with which they trade, promote

friendly intercourse Avith it,
and tend to improve the

condition of its inhabitants
]
but they bring discredit

on their profession, and disgrace on their nation,

when they infringe those just laws, and injure those

inhabitants. As zealous missionaries, they receive

but little of this world's goods, but they are ho-

noured by all good men, and they look for a higher

reward.

Their It is of the greatest importance to ourselves as a

domgs.^^^ nation to consider well the proceedings of our coun-
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trymen in this distant part of the g-lobe. Our

merchants are amassing* wealth there: are they

doing" so with advantag-e to themselves and their

customers ? Our missionaries are enofaofed in their

holier calling- : what are the principal difficulties

in their path? Let us answer these questions

fairl}^,
and without exag-geration. The merchants

are amongst the most respectable of their class, and

they rank hi^h in our commercial nation
;
but they

carry on a trade, half of which is illegal 3 they pro-

cure from the Chinese that which is most beneficial,

and has become a necessity to us
;
and they supply

to them, in return, in large and increasing* quan-

tities, a substance which is hurtful, and even

destructive to them as individuals, and demo-

ralizing to them as a nation. The missionaries

complain, and apparently with great justice, not

that the Chinese will not hear them, not that their

task is rendered impossible by the laws, customs, or

insensibility of the Chinese themselves
;

but that

the almost overwhelming- difficulties which they en-

counter, are placed before them by their own

countrymen ;
that the opium manufactured by the

Indian Government, carried to the coasts of China

in British vessels, and supplied by British mer-

chants, has so awful an effect upon the minds and

bodies of those to whom they preach, and prejudices

the minds of their would- be-converts so strongly

against everything coming from their country, that

their task becomes nearly an impossible one. Dr.

c
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"
China, Medhurst telLs us, that " almost the first word ut-

its State

and Pros-
"

tered by a native, when urged to believe in Christ,

Med-
"" "

^^y
^

Why do Christians bring- us opium, and bring"

hurst, (c i
j^ directly in defiance of our own laws ? That

"
^vile drug has poisoned my son, has ruined my

" ^

brother, and well nig-h led me to beg-g-ar my wife

'^ ' and children. Surely those who import such a

^^ ^ deleterious substance, and injure me for the sake

" ^ of g*ain, cannot wish me well, or be in possession
^^ ^ of a relig-ion that is better than my own. Go,
'^ ^

firstj and persuade your own countrymen to re-

" ^

linquish this nefarious traffic
;
and g-ive me a

" ^

prescription to correct this vile habit, and then I
" ^

will listen to your exhortations on the subject of

" ^

Christianity.^
^' The statement of the Amoy

missionary, who provided for the necessary expenses

Vide p.20. of his mission by the sale of pills which he manu-

factured, which somewhat assisted the attempt to

Quoted at 8"^^'^ ^P opium smoking*, has alread}^ been quoted.

p.85,No.xhe Eev. W. Welton, also, writing- in Feb. 1856,

ofChurchsavs,
" When recommending- Gospel truth to this

Misssion- " I'li*
ary Intel-

'^

people, wc are constantly taunted with bemg- the

igencer. ^^ jntroduccrs of this noxious drug- ;
and when we

^^ endeavour to dissuade them from the use of it,

^^

they say,
^ You bring- it to us, and yet tell us

^' ' not to use it,' venting their indignation at our

'^

apparent hypocrisy in so doing ;
and it is very

"
difficult to convince them of the contrary." The

same gentleman, alluding to the evils and effects

of opium smoking, and the ph3^sic which he also

employed to assist the victims to break them-
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selves of it, says^
" This has given me more in-

^^ fluence among* the Chinese than all my other
^^

practice combined. The natives themselves areibid.p.si.
" most anxious to devise means to relinquish the
^'

habit; without suffering- the dreadful and distress-

^^

ing bodily ailments and symptoms already detailed.

^^ In proof of thiS; at the time I write this, nu-
^' merous handbills are posted in every direction in

^^ the streets^ pretending to have discovered some
^^ such precious antidotes to the evil effects of the

^^

drug\ Empirics, as in England and America,
^^ avail themselves of the credulity and urgent ne-

"
cessities of their countrymen, by advertising a

" nostrum for the evils of this vice, pretending to be
^^ derived from America, Spain, India, the Red
^^ Haired Country, Western Ocean Country, &c.
" Handbills for six of these different nostrums are

" now to be seen in the streets and suburbs of this

^^

city; and the natives tell us missionaries how
" anxious they are to be rid of this appalling vice,
" and ask whether these pretended nostrums, with
" our country's name and letters attached, are

"
genuine. I have had the anxious, solicitous wife

^^

accompany the husband, enfeebled by the practice
" of opium smoking to my house, to see him deposit
" the opium pipe with me, and obtain the remedy \

" and then leave with joy at the prospect of being
" freed from the greatest of all curses. I have seen
" the husband dying with incurable diarrhoea, in-

'^ duced by the inability to obtain the drug any
c 2
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"
longer^ the poor surviving' wife left to earn a scanty

"
pittance by making baskets. Missionaries never

" commend themselves nor their work to the Chinese
^* in so favourable a light as when they denounce
" the evil of opium smoking, and exhort them to

"
desist from it. The interest upon such occasions

"
is genuine, and accompanied by earnest requests

" whether the missionar^^ has medicine to aid in

*^

breaking off the habit. Missionaries find, as the
" Chinese declare and fully know, that those who
" smoke opium are useless as servants, or in busi-

^'

ness, or in any responsible situation, and cannot
" be trusted or depended upon. A person engaged
^^ in the sale of opium at this port, an Englishman,
^^

lately told me that he w^ould not keep a servant,
"

i,e, a native, whom he knew to smoke opium, as

^^ one quite unworthy of credit and confidence.'^

TieiiViou3 Unfortunately, there can be no manner of doubt
bearing-

"

of the that our merchants are spreadmg vice m China, by
question. n i 'ji imeans 01 opmm, much more rapidly and more ex-

tensively than our missionaries can introduce anti-

dotes to it, either physical or moral. Our country-

men at present go to China " with their Bible in

one hand and their opium in the other.'' They
teach the Chinese, amongst the other command-

ments,
" Thou shalt do no murder," but they pro-

vide them with a drug which, as Dr. Medhurst

says, and as all other testimony goes to prove,

Medhurst,
^^

annually destroys myriads of individuals." They
teach them to say,

" Lead us not into temptation,"
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while they are pandering* to their vices. They preach
to thera^

^^ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," ^^tt.

while they shew to them that they care much for

their money and little for their lives. They proclaim

to them,
" Woe unto him that giveth his neig-h- Hab. ii.

hour drink/' while they present to them the means

of intoxication. They tell them not to ^' do evil that Rom. m.

good may come/' while they themselves do evil that

money may come. They echo to them the memor-

able words,
'^

It must needs be that offences come, Matt.

but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh /'

and at the same time they appear before them in

the character of gross, unmistakable, persevering"

public offenders, ag'ainst principles human and di-

vine. Truly, the individuals who persist in this

course will receive their rewards : the missionaries,

for the g'ood they have preached; the manufac-

turers, the merchants, and the speculators, for the

evil they have practised 3
and the nation, itself,

which knowingly allows this course to be continued,

and neglects to employ the constitutional means

within its power for stopping* it, must not expect to

escape the just veng-eance of an avenging* Provi-

dence.

It will be seen by the following* paragraph that Opium at

opium smugg-ling* is believed to have been the im-

mediate cause of the horrible transactions at Sara-

wak, of which the news has just reached us:

^^ The immediate cause of this frightful attempt '^7^^^
"

to destroy the whole of the Government European 29 April,
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quoted
" authorities at Sarawak^ is stated to be the stringent

"Straits'
" measures which Sir James Brook has found it

of 2r
"
expedient to adopt^ to prevent opium smug-g-ling*.

March, u ^q^q heavj fiues have been levied on the smug--
''

g'lers, the amount being* paid by the Kungsi^ and
^^

latterly some of the offenders have been impri-
^^ soned

]
but these seem scarcely sufficient to ac-

^^ count for such ruthless slaug'hter and destruction,
^^ not sparing* ag^e or sex."

and Mel- And the latest accounts from Australia bring-

news of an "
opium question

"
there also. The fol-

lowing- letter on the subject appears in the " Mel-

bourne Arg-us" of the 20th December, 1856:
"

Sir, There has been a great deal written and
^^ said about the propriety of imposing a heavy duty
" on opium imported into this colon}^, and there

" seems to be a certainty that Government contem-
"
plates a measure of this kind. I should be sorry

^^
to see opium taxed merely because its chief, and

'^ almost only, consumers are Chinamen, but I would
"
heartily applaud the total prohibition of this ener-

"
vating' drug-, on account of its demoralizing- influ-

" ence both on mind and body.
" Is it in the delicious swoons produced by this

" infamous drug- that our missionaries and advocates
" of the Gospel expect to convert to Christianity the

^'
infidel hordes now squatted on our shores ?

"
Mauritius, with her numerous Malay and Chi-

'' uese population, might add considerably to her
'' revenue by admitting- duty-paid opium : but, con-
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^^ scious of the evil produced by its use^ she strictly
^^

prohibits its introduction.

"The punishment for smug-g-ling*, as you are

"
aware^ is very severe there

;
and any captain

"
caug'ht in the act not only forfeits his ship, but is

" sent on the roads for several years.
" Is there no one here who would agitate this

" most important question ? It seems to me that a

" law to this effect could meet with no opposition^
" either on the part of our Legislature or the public.

"
Feeling" confident that by mooting* this question

"
you will confer a lasting* benefit^ not only on the

"
colony g*enerall3^^ but also on the well disposed

"
portion of our Chinese population, I trust that the

"
sug*g'estion may find a place in your valuable

" columns I remain^ Sir, &c. &c.
" Vox POPULI.

''Melbourne, Dec. 13th, 1856."

As no account ofopium admitted into the Mauritius Govem-

appears in the statistical returns of that colony, the
con"is-^"

above statement in reg*ard to it would appear to be *^^*y-

true. Shall we deny to the Chinese that privileg*e of

prohibiting the importation of opium which we exer-

cise ourselves, throu<>'h the Colonial Government of

the Mauritius, for the good ofour subjects there ? Is

it not a strange anomaly that one branch of our Im-

perial Government should be occupied in excluding

from one portion of our empire, on account of its

hurtfulness, a substance which is manufactured for

the sake of profit by another branch of our Imperial

Government ?
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Speech to The iioble words of our noble Premier still ring*
coiisti"

tuents, in the ears of the country.
" I also/^ said he^

*^

Times,"
" want Peace^ but I want Peace with honour and

^857^^^^^'

'^

safety, Peace with the maintenance of national
"

rights. Peace with security to our fellow-country
-

" men in foreig-n lands." England wants all this,

and even more than this. England wants also

Our duty peace with i/if^rnational honour, peace with inter"

the

^

Chi- iiational justice. All her good patriots wish Eng-
nese. ^^^^ ^^ f^]gJ jjgj. fiigJiest destiuies, and not to be con-

tent with providing for her national rights, while

she persists in her national wrongs. No, let her by
all means secure her national rights there is for-

tunately little fear at present of her not doing so

but let her also avoid all wrong to other nations.

She does so in the case of the strong, let her do so

also in the case of the weak. Lord Clarendon

judiciously refrained from doing all that he might
have done, in order to avoid the risk of giving' offence

to the Government of the United States, when re-

cruits were required for the Russian war
j
let him now

adopt a similar policy when it becomes his duty to

conclude a Chinese peace. Let him declare to the

Chinese victims of the Indian Government, that their

case has at length been favourably considered
;
that

from this time forth, the importation of opium into

China from British India will gradually cease. Our

Ambassador will otherwise be placed in a false posi-

tion, when it becomes his duty to enter upon terms

of peace : for thus, and thus only, can we have

peace with honour to our countr}-.
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The first step that should be taken is an obvious Course to

one. As the Government monopoly for the manu- ted.

facture of opium in India is a disg-race to us as

a nation_, so we should as a nation unite for its

suppression. No question of revenue, no question of

policy, should be allowed to influence us in the

matter. The monopolv is a Pfrievous national sin, Monopoly
, . . . , . - /to be

and a g'rievous international wrong- : therefore it abolished,

should be put down : therefore a limit should be

assig'ned to it : therefore it should be decreed, that

in say five years time^ it should be no more. The

Indian Government has no just claim to compensa-
tion. It has inflicted a grievous injury upon its own Videp.ii.

subjects, and upon the Chinese, for a number of

years, and it should be compelled to refrain from

such a course for the future. If any compensation

be due in the matter, it is from the Indian Govern-

ment itself, for the wrong* it has so long- perse-

vered in.

Not a poppy can be grown in British India with- Cuitiva-

out the permission of the Indian Government; and the checked.

next object, as well for the sake of our Indian popu-

lation, as for their Chinese customers, is to prevent

all cultivation of the poppy, and manufacture of

opium, for other than medicinal purposes.

The exportation of Malwa opium from Bombay, Exporta-

is also under the control of the Indian Government
3 cease.

and the third step to be taken, is gradually to put a

stop to this branch of traflac. It should be limited

to, say 10 years, after which time all exportation of
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opium from British India should cease. The

3/250^000 of net revenue that the East India

Company would thus lose^ should be made up^

partly by more honest means^ and better employ-

quoted
'

ment of the 400,000 acres which are now under

British poppy Cultivation
; and^ for the rest, Lord Dal-

Feb!i8:V ^ousie's advice should be adopted, loans of British

p. 537.
capital should be properly invited and freely obtained,

and it should no long-er be attempted to defray out

of the income of the Indian Empire the expense of

^^ the innumerable and g'ig'antic works which are ne-

"
cessary to its due improvement.'^ The opium

monopoly^ the opium cultivation^ and the opium ex-

portation^ are a sin and a wrong*. They should cease.

Probable jj^g Chinese are well aware that the manufacture
effect on
the of opium in Central India is a Government mono-

poly, and a larg-e source of revenue. Such know-

ledge is intensely ag'g-ravatin^ to them
;

and it

would be the g*reatest satisfaction to them to be

informed that the monopoly was about to cease, and

the exportation from British India to be checked.

If, therefore^ they were informed of these facts, it is

by no means improbable that they would g'ladly

avail themselves of the opportunity that would be

thus afforded them, of saving* their pride, and bene-

fiting-
their people ;

and that they mig'ht be induced

to admit, upon payment of duty, for the next few

years^ the opium that they cannot keep out of their

country. If such duty were not fixed at too hig-h

a rate, smugg-ling- would be no long-er advantag-eous,
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and would necessarily cease
;
and a great obstacle to

amicable intercourse would be removed. But^ even

if the Chinese should refuse to consent to such an

arrang-ement^ the duty of gradually putting* a stop

to the opium monopoly^ and gradually suppressing*

the growth of the poppy^ and the exportation of

opium^ is not a whit the less imperative upon the

British nation. The first step to be taken^ there-

fore, is the abolition of the Government monopoly ;

the second, the gradual cessation and final prohibi-

tion of the cultivation of the poppy ;
and the third,

the prevention, by degrees, of the exportation of

opium from British territory.

It would appear, then, that an occasion has arrived, Summary

on which this opium question may be most appro-

priately re-discussed. Hostihties having* broken

out, a new treaty with China will be required. The

British nation has, through its Indian Government,

been manufacturing opium, for a series of years,

for Chinese smoking*; and its subjects have been

conveying* it to the Chinese coast, for the supply of

a contraband trade. It has thus been inflicting* a

grievous wrong', and an illegal injury upon the

helpless Chinese people. It has supplied the means

for breaking, and the temptation to evade the

Chinese laws, and it has pandered to the vices which

consume great numbers of the Chinese inhabitants.

It will now be afforded an opportunity of g-racefully

declaring*, in the plenitude of power, and in the

hour of victory, that such a course shall no long-er
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be pursued. It would thus act in a manner credit-

able to itself, and extricate itself from the false and

unworthy position which it at present occupies ;
and

it w^ould thus^ also^ in all probability^ conciliate the

Chinese^ and form relations with them more amicable

than any which it has hitherto been found possible

to establish.

Conclu- So long- as the opium stumbling--block remains,

the Chinese cannot but look upon us with deep

feeling's of animosity : they must regard us as their

bitterest enemies, individually and nationall}^ It

can never be otherwise, whether the reig'n of the

present dynasty be continued, or whether the insur-

rectionists gain the upper hand. For every genuine
reason of state policy, for the sake of humanity^ for

the cause of legitimate commerce^ for the honour of

the country, for consistency of religious profession,

on every other account but that of temporary pecu-

niary profit, this offence should be discontinued.

Unite, then, my countr3'men, as a nation, for its

suppression ! You, who have done so much towards

abolishing the trade in negro bodies, let it be your

object and your pleasure, as it is your duty, to put
an end to a traffic which has such pernicious effects,

mentally and physically, on a considerable propor-

tion of the vast Chinese nation. Employ all the

constitutional means that are placed within your

reach, for this great object ;
and you cannot but

succeed. If your voice be lifted up, it will at once

be heard. You will thus have the satisfaction of
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promoting amicable intercourse between the two

nations which tog-ether form half the population of

the world
,
of extending* commerce between them

;

and of assisting", more than by any other means in

your power^ in the spread of the Gospel from the

25,000,000 Protestants, that your own empire now

contains, to the 850,000,000 subjects of the empire

with which you are at war.

The following recent publications on the subject

of the Opium Trade are recommended for perusal.
" The Rise and Progress of British Opium Smug-

gling," by Major-General Alexander. Judd and

Glass, Paternoster Row.
^^ Contraband Opium Smuggling," by the same.

Seeley, Jackson and Haliday.

"What is the Opium Trade," by Donald Matthe-

son, Esq. Hamilton, Adams and Co.

" The Trade in Opium,'' article in the North Bri-

tish Review, No. LII.
" The Opium Question," article in the Church

Missionary Intelhgencer for April 1857.

And particularly,
" The Opium Revenue of India," pubhshed by

Wm. Allen and Co. Leadenhall Street, with the

replies to it which have been published by Major-

General Alexander and Mr. Lewin.

THE END,
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